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[0051] In a case of a scene which is generated by combining a natural 
5 image with an artificial computer-generated image, such as 
characters or a pictorial pattern, the natural image to be used is 
often an image which does not necessitate image quality correction, 
or which has been subjected to image correction when combined with 
the computer-generated image. For example, explaining a case of a 

10 postcard with a photograph, it includes a natural image of the 
photograph part, and a black-and-white text image (CG image) of the 
text part. In many cases, a main subject in the photograph part of 
the postcard has originally been photographed with an appropriate 
exposure. Even if the main subject has not been photographed with 

15 an appropriate exposure, luminance and color of the photograph part 
may have been corrected when the photograph part is combined with 
the text part, and there is no need of automatic setup in most cases. 
Since the text image, which contains characters, or the CG image 
portion is generally set to have a certain gray value, it is desirable 

20 to print such image with the original gray value, without correcting 
the image data. 

[0052] As described above, a composite image can often be dealt with 
without carrying out image correction. By determining a composite 
image so as not to correct image data of the composite image, a problem 
25 caused by applying unnecessary correction to a composite image can 
be avoided. 

[0053] However, in order to correct a natural image to improve the 
image, it is the best to calculate a correction amount only from 
the characteristics of the natural image region, from which the 
30 computer-created image region has been separated, and to apply 
correction only to the natural image region, as explained with 
respect to steps 108 and 110. 
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Abstract of JP2000222564 
PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To perform 
proper correction in accordance with a natural 
picture or a composite picture where artificial 
pictures are composited. SOLUTION: Picture 
data are taken in to discriminate whether the 
picture is a natural picture or a composite 
picture where artificial pictures are 
composited, and an automatic setup is 
performed to record the picture in the case of a 
natural picture (100, 102, 104, and 110). In the 
case of a composite picture, the automatic 
setup is not performed but is performed only 
for natural picture area parts to record the 
picture (108 and 110). 
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